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KaiatelGiant of South Africa,
kfeshilSenny Pillay

South Africa’s 15t Indian coach,
Sensei Brando, will coach the

Protea karate team at the
Commonwealth Championships in
the Qlympic city of Sydney, Australia,
SUTRA interview s his father,
legendary Kyoshi Sonny Pillay

EMAPZORLITTLE
BOY from the shirns of
Springfield was weeding the
gardens of fch white people
on the Bersa, he never dreart that oneday he
would bea world-renowrned lrarate practitbioner
and thehead of 2 farnily that wonld cne day
disinguish it:df in eduration, sport, and rmost
notably karate. That little boy grew up to be
Ky-:ushi IZP:-:-ﬁesﬂ:h::l Echn.ny Pﬂlaj.r? :i.nt&maﬁ-:ma]lj.r
acclairnad 8% Dian Master of the Grasl:
roartial art Pankration (utlized by the acroy
of Alszandra the (reat in his reany histarical
bartles) and 7% Dran Black bt Jearate rasstro,
The Dillay farnilyiz unique in thatthe sntirs
farnily of % is inwolved in the rartal act-
karate - probably the onlyone of its kind in
the history of the spart.
sonny himsalf has blazed an unparallslad
trail in krarats Apartheid had clossd the doars
ta thelikes of Sonny. He had just marri=d the
beautful Anita Maharajand started wark asa
cardsx clerk at Dunlop Tires.
After sovaral pears of ardnons training, Sonny
had reached thecsilingin South Africaand
the -:hnlj.r way for hirto Fet thedesarved black
bdt grading that hewea s beingdenied in his
harne COLntCR Weas o rat to thelarate u:apital
of thewarld, Londan, whars the great hpansess
roastars had set up their larate contres.
Livin,gin the -:ra.mpad front 1-:-u.n.ge ofa
ralative’s honse with no central heating, in icy
cold, lonely London, the couple got thermzalyas
jobs — Anita asa mannequin in a clothing
factory and Sonny as cuttar in a tewxtdls firr
This was followed by gruclling training BY Eonnie Govendear
sessonsunda the close scratiny of Japansess
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Sonny Fillay, in his Protea colours, and the entire family in karate gear - Lorenzo, Deniro, dad
Sonny, Brando, Evita, and mor, Anita BELOYY, LEFT TO RIGHT: Sonny and Anita Pillay, Sonny receiving his Lifetime
Achievernent Award, and with the then Deputy President Jacob Zuma.

rrastar Professar Enoeda kenown as the “T:igar
of the Fidng 5un” at the headquarters of the
JEA (E1JGE) in Landan.

Ha avantually qualifisd asa Hack belrin the
wintar of 1577, Backein his bdavad country South
Africa, he sebup Jearats schoals largnalj.rin thepm:
arsasof Phoeniz, Chatoarorth and Miumires. He
sldiered on, until hevant cn 1o be gradad by
wirld Jearate lagend grandroa sher Kanazawa asa 7
Llan blackbelt - the firs African torsach this high
ranlking. Bar his bigmestachiswernent was to bring
and srage the Karate Wardd Cupat Dubans 100
in 2008, Llespite havin g0 withdraw from bis cwen
penzion fund, a BR300 000 0s: (due tothelal of
gponsors) to rakes the svent happen, Sonny has na
regretsand raintain: evarythingin bfeincluding
farne cornes ata pracndud’. In contrast, Ali Bacher
received B5 million mnd for hishdpin smeinga
ronach graller svant the 2005 Cridear Weald Cap
with hge mpport frorm the corporatss.

Anita, whoseblossorning karats carser was
cut shart by illness, was award=d an hanarary
First Dlan black belt by Mastar Kanazavwra for
har “starling contrbution s to larats”

Sonny isan avid moovis buff and Anita
indul ged his desire on giving his children nicle
narnes aftar top roovie stars,

In terros of the sha stras they narned their
first son Deermg:mm. Ecun.rq.r howrsrar choze to
call hizfirst-barn Prandoafter his rocrieidal,
Marlon Branda. Brando has since gons on
to more than liveuptohis father's presciant
narne. A First Dlan janior Black belt atthe age
of elevan, Brande has achisved thennparalallad
feat of havingled his tear ascaptain and
comch to ten con secutive victories in the Cift
of the Giver: International Fanazara ':up
Charnpion ships. Heanly recantly has baan
appointsd the coach of the Proteas Karats
Tearn who are n:u.rrentl}.r in Mn:tz:a:n]:dquefm
the Africa Zone Six Championships and in
Paly 2011 fensei Brandowill coach the Protea s
tearn at the Commoonwealth Charnpion ships
in the Olyrpic dty of Sydney, Australia. His
rercarlable appointinentas coach of the Protea
taarn ishistorcalin that itsthefics tmne sver
thata South African of Indian arigin hashesn
ap pointad a5 coach of the national karate team

A vaar after Brandowas barn, an 6 Comber
lﬂlﬂﬂ,ﬂ:dtagwebirﬂitamcthﬂbaaﬂﬂc}dli
this tirnea girl. Her name accardingta tha shasras
vas Dadgie but Sonny callad her Bita aftar
ﬂ.rg:enﬁ.nian Lo Bra Percon. Shehas achisved adth
Dian Hack hebt and fonght gallanthy in the 2000

2003 and 2006 Karare Ward Cups (hostad in Bl
Dhurban and TD]-C:.I:I :espacﬁv&hr:l shedid aqua]ly
weall ar university qualifingas a wiple graduate -2
post grad in aducation and a spors sdencadegres
arongst othersfrom the Univer sty of FaraZalu-
Matal. Sheisnoar taa:l'u.ngl‘ugh ahool sudents

in Porth, Ausralia, where dahas satled writh hoer
haskand, Bobin Ross,

Then carnes Favilraran, whom SOOIy
callad Deniro after Robert de Miro, Denino
has exrelled in his sdies Haqualified az2
lawrpar with 2 Ma sters in Business Law Hais
an associateattorney with global legal gants
Marton Rose. Heizalso s wop class karatele
and teacher with a 4% Dan Hack bele, He
also reprasented B2 and partcipated in the
SKISA Team 5 A in the SKIF Warld Cup in
Milan in 1997, in Bali in 2000, and in Dharban
in 2004,

Finally therais Karroaeen whorn, forachangs,
his roother Anita nicke narned, Loreneza, Lorrg
a5 heiskenown at horng iscurrendy compladnga
E-a-:h&l:-r-:-fl-'hyxdﬂgy d&,graeﬂ'muShUniﬂand
sarves asa profersional Jarate teachar Hawon tha
Rajiv Gandhi International Toumarnentin 2007
in thee Tata built city o unshedpug Bibar, India,
the horne of his patamal graat grand parsnes

The fsinasiney seovies af the Pillaysis
paldine abserbing deesil i now bogks
wrrizesm g Romode Gomerecler wish
a7 b b prbliched soor The werking
titdes afthe books ave “The Soxmyp
Dilfap Seervy” avad "Sai Bakei, efe
Dierbam Commection - rie True L4%
Storp o the MEvaonion s Expeviens of
Arirs Pillay™ @
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